The beautiful bronze doors of the richly
decorated portal are twenty feet high and
were procured from the Mosque of Sultan
Hassan at the cost of 500 gold dinars.
This main door is reached by an impos-
ing marble stair-case. Its two beautiful
slender lofty and elegant minarets stand
not on the mosque itself but on the
adjoining gateway. The facade which is
made of alternate courses of red and white
stone is decorated with recesses between
" piers with rows of stalactites above them
and a foliated parapet running the entire
length of the facade. It is said that the
Sultan pulled down a part of the fortifi-
cations to make room for his magnificent
mosque. The upper portion of these two
minarets have been rebuilt.

original portion of
the mosque is the principal liwan that lies
towards Sharia Shukriyyah, for the rest
was considerably restored under the super-
vision of the Commission for the Preser-
vation of Arab Monuments. The antique
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